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can do something. You can do something to
make the community in which you live a bet-
ter place.

And that’s why I’m such a believer in the
Faith-Based Initiative. Government
shouldn’t discriminate against faith. Govern-
ment should welcome faith, the power—the
power of faith, whether it comes through the
Christian church, through Judaism, or
through Islam, can change people’s lives for
the better. And we must welcome that faith
in our society.

I started running for office in Texas be-
cause I was hopeful to be a part of a cultural
change in America, a change from a culture
which had said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go
ahead and do it, and if you’ve got a problem,
blame somebody else.’’ I believe the culture
is shifting in America. People are beginning
to understand that serving something other
than yourself is an important part of being
an American.

And perhaps the most vivid example of
that came on Flight 93. Average citizens were
flying across the country that fateful day.
They heard their airplane was going to be
used as a weapon, perhaps against the Cap-
itol or against the White House, certainly
against innocent Americans. They said a
prayer. They told their loved ones goodbye.
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they drove
the plane in the ground. It is a signal, a sym-
bol of what it means to be an American, of
serving something greater than yourself in
life. No, out of the evil done to America is
going to come some incredible good, because
we’re the greatest nation, full of the finest
people, on the face of the Earth.

Thank you all for coming. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Hilton Jackson and Con-
vention Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Representative Pickering’s wife, Leisha, and his
father, Charles W. Pickering, Sr.; Senator Trent
Lott and his wife, Tricia; Clinton B. LeSueur, can-
didate for Mississippi’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict; and Star Wallin, founder, Project CARE.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary did not include the complete remarks
of the President due to a gap in the audio feed
from the event. Representative Pickering is a can-
didate for reelection in Mississippi’s Third Con-
gressional District.

Memorandum on Waiver of
Restrictions on Assistance to Russia
Under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of
the FREEDOM Support Act
August 7, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–27

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance to
Russia under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the
FREEDOM Support Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 302 of the 2002 Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Further Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States (Public Law 107–206), I hereby certify
that waiving the restrictions contained in sub-
section (d) of 22 U.S.C. 5952 and in section
502 of the FREEDOM Support Act (Public
Law 102–511) with respect to the Russian
Federation is important to the national secu-
rity interests of the United States.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification to the Congress and to
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 7, 2002.

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 8.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Funding for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
August 7, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–116, the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002,
I hereby request and make available appro-
priations of $100 million for the Low Income
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Home Energy Assistance Program of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.
These funds will enable the Department to
address the needs of low-income households
in 33 States and the District of Columbia ex-
periencing hotter than normal weather con-
ditions.

I designate the $100 million made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, as amended. The details of this ac-
tion are set forth in the enclosed letter from
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget. I concur with his comments and
observations.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on August 8.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in
Colombia
August 8, 2002

On behalf of the people of the United
States, I offer sympathy and condolences to
the families of those murdered and to those
injured by the terrorists in Colombia. I con-
demn these heinous acts. The terrorists in
Colombia have made their goals clear: to kill
the aspirations of the Colombian people for
a free, prosperous, and democratic state.
Through violence against innocents, the ter-
rorists seek the destruction of the democrat-
ically elected Government of Colombia. The
United States stands with the people of Co-
lombia in their struggle against terror, and
we support President Uribe’s efforts to bring
the murderers to justice.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 3
In the afternoon, the President traveled

from the Bush family home on Walker’s
Point in Kennebunkport, ME, to Prout’s
Neck, ME. Later, he returned to
Kennebunkport.

August 5
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Pittsburgh, PA, where, upon his arrival at
Pittsburgh International Airport, he met with
volunteers from the Jumpstart tutoring pro-
gram. He then traveled to Green Tree, PA,
where, at the Green Tree Volunteer Fire De-
partment, he met privately with nine coal
miners rescued from a flooded mine in Som-
erset, PA, on July 28, and members of their
families. Later, he returned to Pittsburgh.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, in the White
House, he met with the National Security
Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maura Ann Harty to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Michael Gibson and Leon Owens as
members of the Advisory Board on Radiation
and Worker Health.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Brown v. Board of Education 50th An-
niversary Commission: Charles Henry
Toliver IV; Daniel Dale Holt; Joseph Arm-
strong DeLaine, Jr.; Lacy Bennett Ward, Jr.;
Haywood Patrick Swygert; Littleton Purnell
Mitchell; Jesse Milan, Sr.; Josephine Angela
Robertson; Carolyn Nichelle Sawyer; and
Benjamin William Robertson.

August 6
In the morning, the President traveled to

Bethesda, MD, where he had his annual
physical examination at Bethesda National
Naval Medical Center. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. While en
route aboard Air Force One, he had intel-
ligence briefings. He also had a telephone
conversation with President Jorge Batlle of
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